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            Compton Bassett Parish Council

            
            The Parish Council is committed to serving all 240 or so parishioners in any way that enhances the quality of life for all in Compton Bassett and promotes the best interests of the parish. Councillors are elected volunteers who do not receive any payment for their services. 

            The Parish Council meets every six to eight weeks at the Benson Village Hall and an Annual Community Meeting is held in May of each year. You are very welcome to attend. 

            If you would like to contact us for help or information, please follow the link to our parish clerk: parishclerk@comptonbassettparishcouncil.gov.uk
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                Local Area Planning

                We represent your views when plans are submitted for approval that affect the village and the area. If you have concerns about a development within the parish then talk to us and we will do our best to help.
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                Hills Liaison Committee

                Hills Group run meetings for a liaison committee twice a year covering all of their sites that are in our area and we hold two seats on the committee for Lower Compton site. Find contact details and minutes here.
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                Calne Area Board & CATG

                We represent you on the Area Boards with a view of bringing local decision making back into the community. CATG is a sub-group of the Area Boards that specifically deals with highway issues.
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                Road Safety

                We look at ways to improve the behaviour of road users through the village. We helped the implementation of the 40mph speed limit, speedwatch and getting better signage to promote the 7.5 tonnes limit.
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                Health & Well Being

                Members of our parish council are able to visit the sick and elderly when a need arises. We can put them in touch with those whose role it is to help or look after them, wherever that is possible.
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                Parish Steward

                Parish Stewards are responsible for looking after the fabric of our village and take care of the smaller issues that arise from time to time. Larger projects are dealt with via a different process. We provide an immediate way of getting messages to the Parish Steward and provide you with feedback.
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                Village Hall Representation

                The generosity of past residents of this parish gave a most excellent village hall for our community. Two parish councillors represent your views and wishes on the management committee to ensure that this asset of the village is run in a manner to enhance our environment for everyone's benefit. 
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                Local Heritage

                The parish has an extensive history and some parishioners have acquired a wealth of documentary and photographic evidence to support that history. This resource will be available to everyone to view and the council has a great interest in preserving this facility.
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                Rights of Way

                With such beautiful countryside in our parish and an extensive network of footpaths and bridleways, the parish council actively support their maintenance and repair. We have specific duties for the upkeep of rights of way and will be pleased to hear of any concerns. 
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                Communications

                We have the means to get local news in front of you in a variety of ways: the village website, direct emailing, and our periodical hand-delivered newsletter Compton Bassett Matters. Our primary and most responsive connection is through this website.
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                Neighbourhood Plan

                The Neighbourhood plan provides this parish with a positive vision for how we want our community to develop in the future. We work to maintain a relevant plan to protect the integrity of the village and to seek ways to enhance our environment for the good of all who live in it. 
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                Those on Electoral Roll
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              Peter Szczesiak

              
                Chairman
                

                Call: 01249 815006 

               My story 

              
                
                  Pete Szczesiak

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    Chair, Calne Area Parish Forum, Hills Liaison Committee, Legal Duties, Cheque Signatory, On Line Banking Authority, Road Safety, Neighbourhood and Farm Watch, Statutory Governance, Statutory Communications, Local Highway and Footway Improvement Group (LHFIG).

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    
I was co-opted onto CBPC in 1991 and have thoroughly enjoyed my time serving the community for the past 26 years as both councillor and in my current role as Chair. I have lived in the village for over 40 years. In my time here I have worked on the village hall committee, flower show, parochial church council and even started a country and western club. I am a founder member of CHADS and helped form a village cricket team. My working life has been varied from manager of a rubber factory, providing parts for the hovercraft industry to manager at the local pub, the White Horse. I am a volunteer lock keeper at Caen locks and a volunteer driver with ‘Link’. My major claim to fame was performing the Dance of the Swans over three nights from the ballet Swan Lake at Westonbirt School as part of CHADS. A standing ovation was achieved each evening and I can safely say it is the only time that Princes Harry, William and the Duke of Kent, who were audience members, ever stood up for a resident of Compton Bassett. 

                    Fact! “The then future King of England gave me a standing ovation for my ballet dancing prowess”.
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              Charles Reis

              Vice-Chair

                Call: 07802 863601

               My story 

              
                
                  Charles Reis

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    Vice Chair, Heritage, Neighbourhood and Farm Watch, Rights of Way Liaison

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    I was born at The Manor Farm and lived in the village until I left school. After 12 months travelling, which included employment as diverse as working on a ranch in Chile and a re-treading tyre factory in Sydney, I started work at Coys of Kensington in London who offered me my dream job working for an auction house specialising in vintage and historic cars. Seven years working in the big smoke was enough, and the allure of the countryside grew. I left London in 1995, and after 6 months working on a farm in Zimbabwe, returned to Compton Bassett. After several years gaining experience of Dairy farming, I made the decision to convert the land and cattle to organic status, in order to produce organic milk. In 2004, I set up The Hairpin Company with an ex-colleague from Coys, which specialises in trading classic cars. I married Louisa in 2006 and we have three daughters. I am a director of the White Horse Inn and we bought and renovated The Freeth four years ago, where we now live. 

						Fact! “I worked as a gaucho on a cattle ranch in Chile”.
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              Peter Barnett

              Councillor

                Call: 01249 812274

               My story 

              
                
                  Peter Barnett

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    Hills Liaison Committee, Cheque Signatory, Parish Steward Link, Village Hall Rep                                               

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    I have lived in the village since I was five years old. I attended the village school before going to boarding school. After graduating to a BSc Agriculture at Wye College, University of London I came home to the family farm. I was elected onto the Parish Council more than 40 years ago, have served as a church warden and have recently re-joined the village hall committee. 

                    Fact!“My claim to fame includes being mistaken for Tommy Steele whilst on honey-moon in Portugal”
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              Julian Barlow

              Councillor

                Call: 01249 760788

               My story 

              
                
					Julian Barlow

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    Cheque Signatory, On Line Banking Authority, Road Safety, Communications, including broadband, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Liaison, Neighbourhood Plan, Web site liaison, Heritage

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    I worked as a journalist on the Times Newspaper, the New York Times and Daily Mirror before becoming the youngest appointed board director at the Chartered Institute of Building responsible for marketing and commercial affairs for over 15 years. Following a period as communications manager for the UK’s largest food manufacturing business I began my own public relations consultancy and work with clients in many areas from pharmaceuticals to property. I have helped Olympian Sir Steve Redgrave in raising awareness of diabetes and am currently assisting senior members of the House of Lords with social media activity. I am a Freeman of the City of London, Liveryman as well as a member of Media Society of the Reform Club. I have lived in Compton Bassett for 4 years with my wife Angela. 

                    Fact!“I persuaded Margaret Thatcher to do something she was strongly against when she was PM”
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              Laurie Waite

              
                Councillor
                

                Call: 07831 131171

               My story 

              
                
                  Laurie Waite

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    Heritage, Road Safety, Communications, including broadband, Website liaison, Village Hall Rep, Neighbourhood Plan, On Line Banking Authority.

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    Born in Bristol, I lived there until escaping to Compton Bassett in 2011. I worked in the building industry for nearly 40 years but studied archaeology at Bristol University and have carried out many excavations; I am still involved with research into the prehistory of Guernsey. I married Emelien in 1980 and we have three daughters and two grandchildren. I love the village and want to play a part in maintaining and enhancing its future.

                    Fact!"My most recent excavation involved a series of presumed Bronze Age burial mounds in Guernsey; we were quite taken aback to discover they were Napoleonic era British army field kitchens! Our initial surprise turned to excitement when we realised they were very rare archaeological finds and an important discovery"
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              Edward Budge 

              
                Councillor
                

              Call: 07808 139 371

               My story 

              
                
                  Edward Budge

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    Defibrillator

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    I first came to the village in 2002 and found the little thatched cottage of my dreams, spending as much time here as my work in London would allow. That work took me away to Japan for a number of years with an American bank where i met my now wife Miho. When I returned to fulfil the dream of living in Compton Bassett permanently it was with the addition of a young family. 

                    Fact!"I was part of the winning team at the 2006 National Carriage driving championships in Windsor because they couldn’t find anyone else to stand on the back step."
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              Rod Lloyd Davies 

              
                Councillor
                

              Call: 07485 561057

               My story 

              
                
                  Rod Lloyd Davies

                  ×
                  Roles & Responsibilities

                    ******

                    

                    Register of interests 

                    I moved to Compton Basset in September 2020, with my wife, after moving from France where we had lived for over 15 years, enjoying a quiet rural life after more than 30 years teaching in the West Midlands. 

					I was born and lived in West London, before moving to the West Midlands where I trained as a primary school teacher.
  
					My teaching career covered my early years as a class teacher, specialising in P.E. Maths and the introduction of computers/technology into the classroom in the late 1980s/early 1990s, and latterly as a Headteacher of 3 different primary schools within Walsall Education Authority.

					I hope to be able to bring some of my leadership and management skills to support the work of the Parish Council, and to help support and improve village life for all of the residents.

                    Fact!"I once led an entire school Assembly whilst standing on my head for Red Nose Day!!"
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              Diane Zeitzen

              Parish Clerk


                email: parishclerk@
comptonbassettparishcouncil
.gov.uk
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				The Parish Clerk

			

          
            Clerk to Compton Bassett Parish Council: Diane Zeitzen

          

			
          
            Email: parishclerk@comptonbassettparishcouncil.gov.uk

          

			
			Postal Address

			

          
            2, New Cottages

          

		
            Compton Bassett

          

          
            Calne

          

          
            Wiltshire

          

          
            SN11 8RE

          

          
            Mobile: 07828 630764
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